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MUSIC AS TAUGHT IN WASHINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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A Little Chat With Miss Bentley Who Has
Charge of the Department Devoted to Teach-

ing the Young Idea How to SingI

¬

i Fall tho branches taught at the
J public schools of Washington

the fena that Is most enjoyable
to the pupils and most intrusting to
those who visit the sohoola Is music
Under tho administration of Miss Alys
E Bentley who has been director of
music In the schools for three years a
marked development In this work has
been shown Iiss Bontley has sought-
to make It Interesting for teachers and
pupils alike anti anyone whoP Is present
at the singing period In one of the high
schools can readily believe she has suc
ceeded

There is no air of drudgery about the
singing The pupils all enter into It
with every evidence of thorough enjoy-

ment Pupils and teacher seem to un-

derstand each other perfectly and to
work together throughout and indeed
most of the pupils in the high schools
say frankly that they like the music
hour better than any other part Of their
school work

Music Is a Major Study
Music began In the public schools

about sixty years ago but was not
made a major study untlj last year
Previous to that time it was elective
and no pupil who did not wish to take
music need do so So groat has been
the development of this branch of study
under Miss Bentley however that it
was decided to make It a major study
and put it into the curriculum so that
every pupil in tho graded schools and
in the high schools should receive regu-

lar Instruction in singing
The originator of vocal teaching In

the public schools was Joseph H Daniels
who took up the work In the early BOa

and furnished the Inspiration for all
that was to follow Music the
of the specIaTbranches to be Introduced
Into the school and preceded drawing
cooking sowing manual training and
tho other simta Indies by several
years Mr V Ined In charge
of music uiUI tin 3at which occur
red fivp 3 v H bccacdbd
by r t MT was
sue Brs y Miss Bent
j fi ee year-

sishing Cards

Ate Manufactured

NTBFACTURERIS authority
rlVtne statement that 12500000

packs of playing cards were sold-

i United States last year These
cards were made in thirtyeight fac-

tories fifteen of which are in New
York That city Is the second if not
the greatest card center In the world
The rivalry between It and London Is
close London produces about 4000000
packs and New York about 3936000
packs annually

The playing cards made in America
and especially those made in New York
are the handsomest the most durable
and convenient known in the trade The
European makers are satisfied with old
styles and methods The average pack
of cards in London Paris Madrid Vi
enna and Berlin Is much the same to-
day as It was In the beginning of the
last century Those made In this coun
try show Improvement from yoar to
year American manufacturers were
the first to introduce the roundtd cor-
ners and the squeezer and the elabor-
ately designed backs and the elastic
satin glaze finish which makes new
cards so handsome and increases their
durability

Tho material used for making the best
cards Js the finest linen while
for the cheaper grades wood pulp is
used All tho cards are printed and cut
on running machines and costlytinting and gold and silverare used to ftolor and decorate the
faces and backs of the goods Playing
cards range In price from 6 coots to SI
and more a pack The American mar
ket Is a curious one Comparatively

persona care to
kinds of cards It Is tho 26 and 0 centqualIties which sell the beet
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At first the singing was of the most
elementary character the pupils being
taught In a mechanical manner They
sang their scales and loomed simple
little pieces in which there was plenty
of notes but no music The singing
hour or period as It Is called in the
schools was not marked by any

features Those of
the pupils who were natural musicians
found nothing In It to entertain them
while those who were not were bored

Reign of Miss Bentley
With the coming of Miss Bentley the

whole course was changed She in-
jected new life Into the system with
tho result that singing Is nOw a most
popular branch with the pupils who
welcome the singing hour as they do re
cess Miss Bentley Is from New York
She has studied for a number of years
and In addition to pronounced native
talent she Is equipped with an excellent
musical education and training Sho has
ideas own In regard to the teach-
ing of music to a large number of pu
phs and they are so good that she has
come to have her own way absolutely-
in the conduct of her department

Miss Bentley has under her sixteen
assistants ten for the white schools and
six for the negro schools An assist
ant director Miss H A GIbbs has
charge of the work In tho negro schools
Those who assist Miss Bentley in the
white schools arc E S Tray Mrs C
V Byram Miss E Tabler Miss C A
Johnston Miss 1C R Keene Miss
Miriam Bangs R S Sllney Miss Julia
B Strombergor and the accompanist
Miss Saline T Mason Those in the
negro schools are In addition to Miss
Gibbs H F Grant John T Lay ton
Miss Lola Johnson Mr McJames J E
Wormley and Miss Mary Europe ac-
companist

Like a great many persons who have
achieved success and whose work Is
still going forward ahd Improving day
by day Alys E Bentley Is Very modest
It Is difficult get her to tell

about herself and In answer to
the most direct questions concerning her
study and training she returns evasive
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Drank Poison In Court to Save
Woman Accused of

I

urder

c-

I
GEN LEONARD W COLBY

Is tinder charges in connec
with alleged misappropria-

tion of funds belonging to Nebraska
militia has figured in the public eye on
several occasions He is inordinately
fond of show Many years ago ha bought
the white Arabian stallion which was
presented to General Grant by the Sul-
tan of Turkey This spread his fame
abroad throughout the land and the
horse became the center of attraction in
every parade in which Colby took
and missed few West of the Mis-
souri River

But Colbys greatest claim to notoriety
only lawyer who ever swallowed deadly

order to obtain a ac-
quittal At this time he was a strugglinglawyer In Beatrice Neb Ho was

to defend a woman accused ofkilling her husband by poisoning him
arsenic The was
conclusive and th re wasa flaw in the case presented by tho

ecution The had been
exhumed the stomach taken out an-
alyzed and the found and placed
In a bottlo was indubitable

that the woman had administered-
the poison and General did not
contest point He merely laid stress
on the contention that man had died
from natural causes and that the
poison found In his stomach was not
sufficient to cause his death On this
point however his expert testimony
was weak and had to impress
the jury by some other method
Colbys ofllcs in a building adjoin

ing the court house entered
the court hound after the noon recess
to make his for the defense
he appeared a llttla bit more nervous
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Girls Singing Class at Western High School Georgetown
I
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answers and Inevitably turns to the sub
ject of her work The school authori
ties however havent the same reti
cence regarding Miss Bentloy that this
accomplished young teacher has about
herself but arc loud In their praises
of the work she has done and is doing
From Superintendent Stuart down to
the heads of the rooms in the graded
schools ai d the assistants who work
under her everyone sought to impress
upon the reporter for The Sunday Times
that the whole credit for the present
high standard that prevails In the mu
sical work of the public schools Is due
to the personality and the capability
of Miss Bentley

What Miss Bentley Says
Upon the strength of this high praise

the reporter sought out Miss Bentley
desire to have some

of the that haft b m made
concerningJicr and her work He asked

with a her onfitm
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lier to tell him something about
and where ishe has stadlcd Miss

Bentley smiled an enigmatic smile
I have not studied under any of the

great masters she replied nor am I
a graduate of any of the foreign con-

servatories There Is rjriothlng you can
say about me

But I have been told that you are
responsible for the present highclass
work that Is being dono at the schools
and that sinaI you took charge a
marked Improvement has neon ahownV

I dont think that Is true re
plied with a perfectly straight face t
think the credit belongs more to the
assistant teachers ana to the pupils
themselves The teachers nIl work
and tho puplla arc very enthusiastic
They do most of the work thomsoivo-

sThexcprwr gave up In dosalrKjrtter

ari urjfea his attentiSnrto lfio
work Itself jMissBerttley wa avwlll

hard
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A Weather Prophet Who Has
mess More Than Two Thoi

He Is Mr Groundhog and He Is Due
to Have His Say on Next Tuesdau

I
k

Been in Bii
Years 1<

the weatherwise people ore
to believe in tho ground

and his prophesying power
They avow with groat solemnity that
this little animal emerges from the
nest at the bottom of his winter quar-
ters on the morning of February 2 and
takes a look about him If on that
auspicious morning ho catches a glimpse
of a black shadow behind him he makes
all haste to be back In his warm nest
of leaves for another nap of six weeks
If however tho skies are cloudy and he
falls to see con the faintest show of a
shadow he makes preparation for his
spring work shakei off his lethargy
and begins to lIve once more

There are a great many people who
believe in the groundhog and groundhog
day and they watch the day with great
anxiety especially when coal Is dear
so they will got some idea of just about
how much more money they must spend
before they begin to buy Ice instead of
fuel All believers In the groundhog
agree as to his manner of foretelling the
weather but they do not all agree 03
to the time when ho appears Some
tenaciously cling to tho idea that the
little animal makes his survey February
2 while others as tenaciously hold that
he comes up to take a weather squint
February 14 or on St Valentines Day
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than usual but this was attributed to
the temperament that seems
characteristic of the born orator Ills

was eloquent and the peroration
dramatic

Gentlemen of the jury he said In

to her husband was not enough-
to kill any man to say nothing of one
possessing his constitution He died

some other cause If thatwould have killed him it would kill
meHe picked up the bottle of poison from
the table him

There is not enough poison thoro to
kill a kitten I will prove to you thatthere Is not enough to kill a man

Before anyone could prevent him he
pulled out the cork threw back his

and drained the bottle Then he
stood beforo the his black eyes
flashing and thundered out

Gentlemen of the Jury if this
kills me you can convict my client b
If I live aa I bhall you will have v
bring In a verdict in her favor

With a parting bow to tho Judge andthe mon In the jury box h6
walked out of the courtroom
to his office where he locked himself
in In twenty minutes ho was batik In
the court rv o n smiling and conflUentIt took the Jury about three minutes tobring In a verdict of acquittal

A few days afiorward it leaked out
that General Colby had a doctor In
his office and that the physician had re-
moved the poluon to have
course there was an uproar but theprisoners life cannot be

wise old lawyor suggested
destroyed the only upon
convIotion be scoured in event of
another triaL

0

hlgh

summing up I contend themy said to have

ten menwith a pump Of

law a
tyloe in jeopardy And then

ColbYhad
ovh nco
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The only way to settle this dispute
delve into folklore and myth

ology when it is really seen that Feb
ruary 2 la the true groundhog day But
it Is auitc easy to see how the people
have become confused In their dates
Our ancestors wore In tho habit of keep
Ing two high old toast days during the
month of February They borrowed
these festivals from the Romans who
conquered England about the time Of

the birth of Christ The first feast was
In honor of Fobruus mother of Mars
and the second was in honor of Lupur
culus which occurred on February 15

Thero was much feasting on both these
days end the celebrations were a
sumptuous and as lively as possible for
the roistering participants to make
them

Februus day was considered the turn-
Ing point of winter and on that day o
great quantity of candles wore burned

At Lupurcalia It was thought that birds
animals mated and the custom of

drawing names whereby single men ob
tained wives was widely prevalent The
feast was In honor of fertility and It
was thought that unions formed on that
day were particularly fruitful ones

But when Europe became Christian
ized the masses of the people were de
termined to keep up their feasting on

to pack
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these two great days The relIgious
leaders also saw that it do to
let them pay reverence to heathen gods
so they hit upon a happy expedient In
the place of Fehruus Day they appoint-
ed a feast of the church called Candle
maR anti Lupurcalia was changed to
St Valjritlnos Day The people how-
ever still persisted upon prdcessloss and
burning candles on the day and the
drawing of names so the priests

at the customs but from that time
on the days had new meanings

The Scriptures say that forty days af-

ter the birth of Christ the Virgin Mary
took the Infant Jesus to the temple and
Simeon took tho child In his arms and
prophesied that he should be a light
unto the Gentiles and the glory of
Israel Taking Christmas av tho

of Christ the day he was brought-
to the temple would have beon Febru
ary 2 The church chose to celebrate
this temple visit rather than keep a
heathen goddess festival The now feast
day was variously called St Simeons
Day Wives Feast Day Purification
Day and Christs Presentation Grad
ually those were superseded by the
name which yet prevails In Catholic
and Episcopalian communities which Is
Candlemas Dav

It received the name candlemas bo
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Ing to discuss the question from this
viewpoint as she was unwilling to talk
about herself

The main object of our endeavors
she said Is to develop in the pupils a
thorough appreciation and understand
ing of music With so nuihy pupils it Is
bf cburso impossible ta develop Indi-
vidual voices and we make no attempt
to do so OUr Idea Is to create a musi-
cal atmosphere and imbue the jjuplls

love of music oL tKe est
music Of our work Is entlrely
choral work c v

How They Are Taught
Music in th schools must recognise

as its mission the elevation of the
masses of pupils to a high standard of
musical appreciation The best natural
talent will not be dragged down
but stimulated and those pupils who
nav little r no talon fc will be berie

Nited through good association In every
the hearing cad Dinging
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cause a special mass was hold upon that
lay and bccAusa all the candled that
were to bo used upon thealtar for the

year were solemnly blessed at
that time There were long processions
Indulged in and a great display of light
ed ctyigles All of boOn muph
modified but the rural population of
England to this day still retain the
Idea thatrFebruary 2 is the turning point
of winter Some of the old weather
rhymes are yet preserved

If on candlemas day the them hanS a drop
Then yeu ore mire of a 0ecd pelt Crap

The firmer should tare an candlgna day
hell Ws turnips ftmlhaU f his toy

If candlemas I fair and clear
xTHer H be t winters in the year

Again an Analogy

And the groundhogs connection with
candlemas It is again an analogy The
marmot family to which the European
marmot anti American groundhog be
long are dormant in winter yet do not
hibernate as completely as the bear or
bat At the approach of cold weather
they curl up asleep at the bottom of
their deep burrows But In midwinter
about the time of the usual February
thaw the groundhog comes out and
stretches himself By a peculiar Instinct

coming
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c1 etedives Story of His First Experience
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SHALL never forcet said

I wellknown local detective to a
Times man a tow days ago the

first time I was given any detective
work to do I was only about eighteen
years of age and I thought If I could
only get put on some big case I could
make a name for myself throughout the
whole country J saw my picture In
all the yellow journals as the greatest
detective of the age Then I got my
first job

J was employed at a private de-

tective agency that took nothing but
legitimate cases of a decent character-
as the best of the detective agencies

do T tvr1 carry messages back
rii jswbr questions

j

when-
j that sort of thing-
t v f tl3BJ I had never had

jr tl r worK vt do Then one day
of tfcu t cau called me up

d some shadow
to 8i My head and my

c s ew fcMtet foot each and
I i n ty professional air and
wnttc4 M U tn me what was
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posed to work In a lawyers ofiice but
he had a way of reporting there about
9 In the morning and then going out and
staying all day Sometimes his family
would not soe him for two or three days
As he was getting no pay from the law
yor but was simply reading law under
him he did not lose his Job Still ho
was doing nothing and his family was
worried The Idea was that I was to
pick him up as he left the Office that
morning and stay with him until ho
wont home He was pointed out to me
by a member of his family as ho camq
to work and then I was loft to handle
the case

It was an April day and the weather
was quite warm The sun was shining
hot when we started out and I was
wearing a brand jiew white flannel
suit which I was very proud of As
soon as my man came out of tho
lawyers office which was ou F Street
northwest between Fifth and Sixth
Streets I started after him It was
then about 10 oclock First he went
nlonir F Street and thon down Ninth-
A few blocks down he went Into a
saloon and stayed halt an hour When
he came out I could sue he had been
drinking a good deal He came back
t6 F Street and walked up and dowti
an hour I followed him on tho other
side of the street Every now and then
Jie would stop at a saloon and takb a
drink Thou he tq
sylvanla Avenue arid walked up arid
don until about 230 oclock going Into

w Fuhui

¬

a shop now arid then or stopping to
talk to friends

Shortly after 230 ho took a street
car ana Went up the Avonue as far as
tho Whlto House He got off there and
walked through the park and out Six
teenth Street to what Is now the Hotel
Gordon time It had beGUn to
rain I had no umbrella and had had
nothing to ORt since breakfast I did
have a sandwich or tWQ in my pocket
and when he went Into the hotel 1 sat
down on a carriage stone opposite
ate them It begn raining hard and
very soon my nev suit was
wet I got under a tree but the leaves
wore thin and afforded little protection

There I sat until 1220 oclock that
night with that follow In tho hotel all
tho time The rsln kept up steadily
and I kept getting wetter and wetter
and hungrier and hungrier When ho
did come out he had two or three

I stuck with them though and after
walking a tow blocks up Sixteenth
Street they parted my man going one
way and his friends the other When
ho reached home and went In the front
door it was 116 I had bean right
with fifteen hours and a quar-
ter and not a thing of interest had hap
pened I had expected something big of
course and when I got back to the ofllce

told what had happened and
thought flver my ruined suit I was as
sick a boy as you over saw I learned
right thori and here that detective work
is rtot tho easiest nor always thcmost
Interesting work in tho world
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Our Idea is to Create Musical Atmosphere and
t

Imbue the Pupils With a Love of Tvlusifj a
Love For the Best Music

a
t

great number ofsongs covering a wide
vnrlety of musical expression and
chosen always with a view to
their musical Is the fore
runner of the technical study of music
The children In the lower grades come
through natural experience In song to
recognize symbol records of music or
notes as steppingstones to the Inter-

pretation Training In night reading has
come to bo not the end but the means
to an and Is recognized tM such
by the children in every grade They
soon learn that they can get along much
more quickly and easily by kir 7ing
how to read at sight and they jtick
It up very rapidly

Every effort is made to enc urago
the childs to sing tor up n this
desire our wholes system is practically
based They first learn by Imi-

tation then they are made familiar
with the notes of a song already learned
by ear and then made learn new
songs by reading at sight They are
encouraged to take their singing ooks
home with them which is not only lln

to tKc children themselves but
is also the means of widening the In-

fluence of jourmuslcal InstrucUon
v To Stimulate Interest

To further stimulate their Interest
large choruses arc formed toward the
close of the school year when the chil-

dren from several schools sing together
This work la most successful In the
high schools where several hundred pu
pils sing together regularly throughout-

the school term In every grade there
has been an effort widen musical
experience by hearing the best music
Again through the nature of cond-
itions this phase of the work finds its
best expressions in tho high schools
It has not been difficult to enlist the
Interest of artists of high musical
standing and many T been
given by them at the high schools
Among those who have given us the
benefit of their talent areOscar Garios
scn Charles Rabold Florence Holtzen
Janet Spencer Walter Rummcll Stan
ley Armistead and Mr Fabian We all
feel very much encouraged by the work
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he Is able to foretell the weather sev-

eral days ahead When his sagacity
tells him that an early breakup is at
hand he frisks about the opening of his
den When reactionary storm period
threatens he pops Into his hole again
and goes to sleep not reappearing for
weolcs v-

kSt Valentines Day
And the transfer of groundhog day

with a part of the people to Valentines
Day twolve days later Analogy again
In nonritualistic Protestant communi-
ties candlemas day ceased to be ob-

served By an easy transfer the old
eastings and traditions were passed on
tp Valentines Day which was long a
day of much mirth Hunters and ram-
blers would the groundhog tak
ing one year with another quite as

on Valentines Day as their candle
mas brothers would on the 2dof the
month And wh n traditions were hand
ed down by word of mouth Instead of

fixed In bIadc and white It was
art matter to confound the tradi-
tions belonging to a day that had ceased
tb be observed as belonging rather to
the festival yet commemorated

And so it remains that the real ground-
hog day Is February 2 a relic of heath-
enism 2000 years before days
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A Chinese Wall of barbed Wire
On the Canadian Botmdary

zo

4

T

HEREHhe notion arose that a
f Chlnaman cant climb a barb

i edwlro fence Is hard to under
stand but that he is believed to be in
capable of It Is indicated by a bill re-
cently Introduced In Congress This
bill provides that a barbedwire barrier
be constructed along the Canadian bor
der with electrical warning connections-
to make the smuggling of Chinese Into
this country more liable to detection
und It Is proposed to make use of the
same plan along the Mexican border

Since the barbedwire fence has been
subjugated by womankind In the coun-
try and now offers no obstacles to her
onward march not oven snagging her
petticoat au she proceeds lightly over It
close to the post her clothes wrapt
tightly about her limbs there is no ron
son wlij a Chinaman cannot go over
any barbedwire fence that could bo
constructed He can put his blouse

his trousers Then thore otherways to circumvent or more exactly
to elude a barbedwire fence by going
between the strands Every wellIn
formed person knows that by placing
the foot on tho lower wire and lifting
the one above It with an
aperture Is made through which per
sons of ordinary bulk may pass without
so much as touching It requires two
to make this breach so every Chinese
blockade runner will need pal

It Is rather mystifying that such extraordinary be to
out of the United States

Whoa the easiest method of oxciusiott
would be simply to order all of them
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dono In the past year and thu8farln
the present session Teachers and pu-
pils ollko seem to tale an intense in-
terest in the music and when that con-
dition prevails there Is no way of

progress
Daily Work in Graded Schools

In the graded schools music Is taught
dally the opening period belng devoted-
to singing Every teacher who quali-
fies to teach in the graded schoolsymuat
pas an examination in mUslc and nust
be able to teach the little ones under
her In the high schools there are two
staging periods a week The girl8r ndi
the boys each have a period when
sing by themselves and once a
the whole School sings together The
girls divided Into two sections each
section having a different part asJare
tho boys and when they sinjr tot ether
there are four parts to the chorus

Pupils Enjoy Choral Singing
It Is mostspleasant to hear adl the

pupils In one of the high schools
together They all seem to enjoy-

it thoroughly and tG enter lnt y the
spirit of their songs as It they were at
recreation instead of doing port the
school work They sing the best music
from modern composers aj well as
best standard of the highest
class Among the compositions the high
school choruses have done recently are
the Pilgrims Chorus tram Tanh-
liauser Handels Largo ard 4Tlia
Glory of the Lord

A most Important branch of the work
conducted by Miss Bentley and her as-

sistants Is the Instruction of u s normal
school students for in the normal
school means the training of teachers to
carry out the instructlon of music
der t vta followed In the graded
sobr k They are first given Instruc-

tion in the development of the voice
then they acquire acquaintance with a
vast number of childrens songs and are
taught the Interpretation of childrens
songs and methods In teaching Fre
quent meetings of teachersln the music
department are held In order that the
work throughout the schools may be
uniform

LeftHanded Penmen
Not Wanted as Clerks

people know that tfie Jieqds
the departmenisvo the

In Washington
entirely willing to overlook bad
penmanship on the part of a really good
and industrious clerk but it is the man
or woman who writes with the left
hand at which the balk i mace The
deadline is drawn just the moment it
is ascertained that a clerk Is lefthanded
and he Is forthwith Informed that if it
Is his desire to continue In Government
senice It will be necessary for him to
write with his right hand This infor-
mation is always a bitter Dill th1 left
hand pen holders but there Is nothing-
to be done but begin to write with the
right hand or throw up the Job and
few are anxious to quit Government
service even for this cause No matter
how perfect a hand the lefthduded
clerk may write there Is no alfenbtive
but to learn to write with the
hand and sometimes it takes months 40get to the point where even a legible
hand is written the clerk Is
forced to learn the business over
But this period of making thechange the chiefs are easy and patient
and make the work as light as possible-
on the unfortunate clerk

One of the best men In the
of Commerce and Labor began his career
In the Bureau of Statistics He hadleft a proofreaders desk In thePrinting Office to the cltrkship the bureau He began to writewith his left hand and he almost threwa fit when the chief tokl him to put
the pen In the right hand that lefthanded penmanship didnt go Then itwas wished he was back In thebig where an kind of handwriting passed muster Just so the correct marking was made on the proofand was plain enough for the compositor to decipher
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go fix a date for them to

legislationIs to prevent Chinese fromentering into competition with American labor Is there so much beating about the bush not have anexclusion act that excludesMr Wong Kal Kah has dwelt n jchon phases of
with a particular tthere may been some slighttainty as to whether he were not sTieof a missionary against tha Chinese act as woW as commisslonor to the Worlds Pair But abarbedwire would be no mow effective than the present aJazey exclusion low

Wild Dogs

the wilds at Wyoming eoun-
ty Pa

These wild curs are believed to the
offspring of two dogs ones owned a

who In wilds Whenthe old man was taken In thepoor overseer dogs remained in thawoods
They are even thon wolflike in their

now Infesting the are doubt
lees the offspring of theefc Bunterswill to exterminate
before they become more numerous
Wild ar known to hava attackedmen so that the territory they
live holds new who
fini It necessary to go Into that section

to home and
be gone The Chinese exGluslpn act IsIn f11ct a subterfuge and anIr tho
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